MEMO

Police Department

CITY OF

RIVERSIDE

DATE: Junel, 2017

TO: SERGIO G. DIAZ, CHIEF OF POLICE
VIA CHAIN OF COMMAND

FROM: Detective Rick Cobb
Robbery / Homicide Unit

RE: SUMMARY - OFFICER INVOLVED SHOOTING P17-032034

CONFIDENTIAL:  THIS REPORT IS FOR THE EXCLUSIVE USE OF THE CHIEF OF
POLICE AND/OR THE CITY_ATTORNEY.

DATE OF INCIDENT: February 20,2017

TIME OF INCIDENT: 2253hours

LOCATION OF INCIDENT: 4041 MacarthurRoad
Riverside»CA

INVOLVED OFFICERS: Officer Chris Cammona ID - 1781

Riverside Police Department

OfficerRamon Espinoza D - 1691
Riverside Police Department

SUSPECT: Gdrcia, Marcelino Arthur  DOB -04/13/1977

SUSPECT'S INJURIES: Deceased



SUMMARY:

On 02/20/17, at approximately 2253 hours, Riverside Police Officers Chris Carmona
and Ramon Espinoza were partners patroling the area of Macarthur Road near
Garfield Street in Riverside. The area is known to them as a “High crime area” with
narcotics transactions taking place. They drove onto Macarthur Road heading south
when they saw a brown Kia hatchback parked along the east curb facing north.
They saw two subjects inside the front seats and a Hispanic male (Later identified as
Suspect Marcelino Garcia) standing outside the driver's door while leaning intdythe
driver's window. It appeared that a possible drug transaction was occtitring.

Officer Carmona was driving, and stopped next to the Kia, faeing thel.dpposite
direction. Officer Carmona exited his police unit and immediately saw.Garcia bedin
to walk away from him heading north with his hands in his. pockets, ‘Hé ordered
Garcia to stop and keep his hands in his pockets. Garciadimmediately pulled &black
handgun from his pocket and turned towards OfficerCarmena,/pointing#he gun
directly at him. Officer Carmona and Garcia were approxitately $ix feehffom each
other. Garcia immediately fired approximately three gunshéts at Offiéér Carmona.
Officer Carmona immediately drew his handguifrom histholster andaeturned fire at
Garcia. Carmona stated in his interview that he bélieyed he fired eight rounds.
Officer Espinoza saw Garcia shoot atOfficer Carmona. Espinoza stated in his
interview that he believed he fired fivefounds. Gar€ia ran intothe driveway of i}

I cd collapsed. Offi€er Carmona was not Ahit.

While Garcia was in the driveway, Officers. Cammona-and Espinoza took a position of
cover across the street. Garcia began toistdfd up-and then turned and extended his
right arm towards the officers*as if hé had*a handgun. Both officers fired at Garcia.
Carmona stated in his interview that'he=believed he fired four rounds. Espinoza stated
in his interview that he Believed.he fired fiverounds. Garcia got up and ran down the
driveway and into.thé backyard:

Officers Carmena and Espinoza decgided not to follow Garcia, due to the fact that
the other subjects werestill at thé.wehicle and they were not sure if the subjects were
also armed and«a‘threat. They detained the subjects in the car and called for
assistance. (Refer.to, tabs 55 and 56 for interviews of Officer Carmona and Officer
Espinoza)

Assisting officers arrived and a blood trail was located, starting in the area where
Garcia ran downthedriveway. The blood trail led to the rear yard of the neighboring
property at The blood trail continued north from the rear
yard out onta the sidewalk to the front of the residence and street. The blood trail
then went east on the sidewalk and onto the driveway of

From there, the trail confinued north into the middle of the street on How’rhorn
Avenue. The blood trail in the street continued to move north onto Macarthur Road
and then east onto Sage Avenue. Bloody footprints were found which lead to the

residence at ||| |} ]l (Refer to tab 67 for Crime Scene Report)
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- ot | c'ongo with several others. Garcia came

to his house, bleeding from his leg and carrying a black semi-automatic handgun.

had seen Garcia in the neighborhood before, but was not friends with him.
Garcia asked I or help, but |l cid not want to get involved so he
refused to help him. Garcia went into the house. | waos worried for the other
people in the house and tried to talk Garcia into leaving. Garcia asked [ to
use his phone. -gcve Garcia his phone and Garcia tried to dial a number,
but it would not connect. Garcia kept the phone and would not give it back to

While Garcia was inside the house with ||| re tolc I Oct he “Wdsn't
going to go out this way” and “I'm going for life.” Garcia told'| o tell his
mother and sister he loved them. ﬁgbelieved Garcia was.not goingtogive yp
peacefully. Garcia had the gun in his hands the entire time:

Garcia was bleeding profusely inside the house and [ NGB wos giving him towels to
stop the bleeding. |l cs trying to keep Garcia og€upiedso he,would not
have contact with the others in the house. AboUbirtwenty ‘minutes later; A female
came downstairs and said the police were outside’and were ordering’them to come
out. |l thought Garcia would use the‘geople insidenas a “hdman shield” and
decided not to come out with him. WhensGarcia, went/to the back of the house,
I cnd the others went into the gerage. Theyswere ther-contacted by police
and led outside to safety. Garciadwas still insidethe house. (Refer to tab 53 for

interview with N

Riverside Police SWAT membérs strroundedthe house and attempted to get Garcia
to surrender peacefully. PA announcéments were vsed to try and communicate with
Garcia. A tactical robotwas deployed.insidetthe’house to attempt to locate Garcia,
but he was not seeri/ A “throwphone': was deployed into the residence in an
additional attempt to communicate withi Garcia. No communication was ever
made with Garcia.

A search warrant was'ebtained for the residence and a Chemical Agent Operation
Plan was\ptepareds, A.chemicahagent was delivered to the upstairs bedroom. Two
“Burn,.Safe” canisters ‘contdining a chemical agent were deployed simultaneously
into the east, and west Sides of the residence. A “Burn Safe” is a flame resistant
canister which'eontains'thé chemical agent. Once the “Burn Safe"” was inserted into
the east side ef'the résidence, a fire started within seconds.

SWAT members-and Riverside Fire Personnel cautiously tried to extinguish the fire. The
house became-engulfed in flames. While the house was burning, possible gunshots
were heardhinside the residence. Garcia never came out of the residence.

Afterdhe fire was completely extinguished, a male was found dead inside the hallway
bathtoom tub. The roof had collapsed due to the fire and there was debris piled
inside the house. A search was conducted in the tub, and a 9mm handgun was
found under the body, between his legs. An unfired 9mm projectile was found in the
tub, along with a 9mm casing. (Refer to tab 14 for SWAT report)
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. An autopsy was performed on the male found in the residence. He was positively
identified as Garcia. Garcia showed signs of burning around the head, face and
upper torso areas. Both arms were severely burnt. Garcia had a gunshot to his right
foot and left shoulder. A gunshot wound was also found to the anterior chest region.
A projectile was found in Garcia's torso and appeared similar to a 9mm round.

The Medical Examiner officially concluded that the manner of death was Suicide.
(Refer to tabs 77 and 78 for Autopsy Protocol and Toxicology Report)

Riverside Fire Department Arson Investigators investigated the origincahd cause 'of the
fire. Samples were taken from the area where the fire started.<No ignitablegliquid
residue was found. The report concluded that the fire startéd.when g “Burf Safé”
device was delivered into the residence and came into ¢ontact with. an’unkriown
combustible liquid or other ordinary combustible. (Refercto tab 83 for Riverside Fire
Report)

The Department of Justice examined the Smith &Wesson 9mm handgun and the
expended 9mm cartridge casing found in the Bath tubitalong with(the expended
bullet found inside Garcia. Examiners defeffined fhat“the expended cartridge
casing was fired by the Smith & Wessonshandgufi, Thesexamingrs also determined
that the expended bullet retrieved from Garcia’s Bedy’ may/have been fired by the
Smith & Wesson handgun. (Refer to tab 66 for DOJ Ballistics-Report)

~
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